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Hi  Students,

Welcome to the challenge! We are so excited that you are interested in 
participating in I-Think’s Crosswalk Challenge. We partnered with I-Think 
and Ashoka Canada to do this challenge because we need your help. 

We are the Crosswalk Company. Our names are Oliver Wong, Arnav Shah, 
and Quinlan Birmingham. We are three grade 6 students at Northlea
EMS. The Crosswalk Company started with one intersection in the summer 
of 2017 and now we have 6 intersections.  With different schools 
participating in the challenge, we will expand to over 22 intersections across 
the South-Central Ontario. 

As we expand, we need to solve some very real challenges our organization 
is facing. The challenge we’re struggling with is how to prevent flag theft.   
We chose this as a challenge because we have experienced quite a bit of 
flag theft during the day and weekend at different intersections.  If the flags 
are being stolen, they’re not helping improve pedestrian safety. We do 
some things to try to reduce flag theft, an example is taking the flags in on 
weekends, but that doesn’t improve pedestrian safety on the weekend. We 
are looking for better ideas on how to reduce flag theft. We worry that if we 
don’t have solutions to this challenge, our work with the Crosswalk 
Company won’t have the impact that is needed. 

As a part of this challenge we are asking you to:
• Use Integrative Thinking to create solutions to our challenges
• Build empathy for our stakeholders by going out and interviewing them
• Collect data about the use of the flags at the intersection by your school

We are eager for this challenge because we are hoping that you can help 
solve some of our problems and also it gives students across South-Central 
Ontario a chance to use our idea to make all of our streets safer.

We are looking forward to the I-Think Celebration of Thinking! There we can 
see how you, the participants, did with challenge and what ideas you 
created. 

Thank you for participating in this challenge and we can’t wait to see your 
creativity on May 17th!

Thank you,

Quinlan  Birmingham
Founder

Oliver Wong
Founder

Arnav Shah 
Founder


